
  Guidelines for Remembrances of the Deceased at the Funeral Liturgy   

 

When a loved one dies, there are many emotions and thoughts.  There 

can be great sadness and grief.  There can be a sense of consolation that a 

loved one’s suffering has come to an end.  There can be mixed emotions 

because of the affinity towards the deceased.  The circumstances and age of 

the deceased may also influence thoughts and feelings. 

In the Funeral liturgy, a homily based on the scripture readings is 

always given after the gospel.  The homilist dwells on God’s compassionate 

love and on the Paschal Mystery of the Lord.  The homilist should also help 

the members of the assembly to understand the mystery of God’s love, and 

the mystery of Jesus’ victorious death and resurrection that were present in 

the life and death of the deceased, and that these mysteries are active in 

their own lives as well. 

None of us live generic lives – each of us is uniquely gifted and loved 

by God.  So when we gather at a Funeral Mass, we celebrate God’s grace 

and favor that were present in the life of the deceased. 

Priests welcome comments and stories that capture the spirit and 

personality of the deceased. Much of this material can be used in the 

homily, but the primary object of the homily is to proclaim the Good News 

of Jesus Christ and how we are saved through faith in Jesus as Risen Lord. 

In order for a family to have enough time to properly memorialize 

your loved one, eulogies are no longer permitted during the Funeral Mass. 

Please reserve your eulogy for the Bereavement Luncheon or at the Funeral 

Home. 

For military honors, we permit the playing of taps and the folding of 

the flag.  However, no shooting of guns is permitted, due to the proximity 

of the school and student activities throughout the year. 
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